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You now have: 

●​ STEP 1 → Complaint & Information​
 

●​ STEP 2 → Telecom & Data Requests​
 

●​ STEP 3 → Analysis & Ground Verification​
 

●​ STEP 4 → Advanced Tracking (Rare)​
 

●​ STEP 5 → Legal Closure & Evidence Handling​
 

 

📌 Introduction 

In today’s digital world, many people believe that anyone can track a mobile number’s live 
location easily.​
Websites, apps, and videos often show “real-time tracking” dashboards that look very 
convincing.​
But the truth is very different. 

This ebook is written to educate and create awareness about how law-enforcement 
agencies like police trace a person’s location legally and technically in real-life situations. 

You will learn: 

●​ How police actually trace a mobile number 
●​ What data telecom companies provide 
●​ The role of IMEI, cell towers, GPS, and IP address 
●​ Why common people cannot do live tracking 
●​ How fake tracking websites fool users 

This book is for knowledge only, not for misuse. 

 

⚠️ Important Disclaimer (Must Read) 



This ebook and the associated website DO NOT provide any kind of live location 
tracking service. 

●​ ❌ We do NOT track any mobile number 
●​ ❌ We do NOT access real-time GPS data 
●​ ❌ We do NOT provide police, government, or telecom access 

The website contains a dummy/demo page only, designed to look like a police tracking 
interface.​
This demo is created only for educational and awareness purposes, to help people 
understand how such systems appear, not how to use them. 

⚠️ Only authorized government agencies and police officers can legally trace live 
locations, and that too under proper legal process. 

Any attempt to misuse tracking tools or violate privacy is illegal and punishable under law. 

 

🎯 Purpose of This Ebook 

The main goal of this ebook is to: 

●​ Stop online fraud related to “live tracking” 
●​ Educate people about real police procedures 
●​ Help readers identify fake tracking platforms 
●​ Promote privacy, safety, and legal awareness 

If you are curious, scared, or confused about how tracking works, this book will give you 
clear and honest answers. 

 

✍️ About the Author 

Dev Sagar is a digital researcher and content creator who focuses on​
cyber awareness, online safety, and real-world technology concepts. 

This ebook is written to inform, not to impress — in simple language, with real facts. 

 
 

How police track someone’s location (legal workflow) 

Step 1 (First step) — Start a lawful case + create the official request trail 

This is the most important step, because telecom companies do not share location data 
just because someone asks. Police need a legal reason + documentation. 



1) Complaint / information comes in 

Examples: 

●​ Missing person / kidnapping 
●​ Threat / extortion / scam / cybercrime 
●​ Stolen phone / robbery 
●​ Suspected criminal activity 

Police will first collect basic details: 

●​ Mobile number(s) 
●​ Time window (when it happened) 
●​ Place where last seen / last known location 
●​ Any proof: call recordings, screenshots, transaction IDs, WhatsApp chats, etc. 

2) Police records it officially (case entry) 

Depending on the situation, they: 

●​ Register an FIR (serious cases), or 
●​ Make a GD/DDR/NC entry (general diary entry / non-cognizable report) for smaller 

matters, or 
●​ Open a missing person report 

This “official entry” matters because later, the telecom company and court will ask: 

●​ Which case? 
●​ Which officer? 
●​ Which law section? 
●​ Which time window? 

3) Identify “what kind of data” is needed (not all cases need live tracking) 

Police decide whether they need: 

●​ CDR (Call Detail Records) — shows calls/SMS + cell tower used (approx location) 
●​ IPDR (Internet Protocol Detail Records) — data sessions + IP info 
●​ CAF/KYC — who owns the SIM (subscriber details) 
●​ IMEI tracking — tracking the handset identity if SIM changes 
●​ Preservation request — “don’t delete logs” (important if data may expire) 

This is the key: many people think police instantly see GPS. In reality, early stage is usually 
tower-based and record-based, not “Google-map GPS live”. 

4) Send official requests to the right place 

Police don’t email random support. They use official channels to: 



●​ Telecom company / Nodal officer / Lawful Interception & Monitoring unit (process 
varies) 

●​ Cyber cell / special unit (for online crimes) 
●​ Sometimes, request help from higher technical units if urgent 

In urgent cases, police may do fast preservation first (to freeze logs) and then follow with 
full paperwork. 

5) Define the “time window” clearly (critical detail) 

Requests are always time-bound like: 

●​ “From 12 Feb 2026, 6:00 PM to 13 Feb 2026, 10:00 AM”​
Because telecoms store some data only for limited periods, and because broad 
requests get rejected. 

Now Lets Dive in Deep ! 

STEP 1: Complaint & Information Collection 

(The Real Starting Point of Police Tracking) 

Before police can track any mobile number or person, they must first understand the 
problem.​
 Police do not start with technology.​
 They start with information. 

Think of this step like collecting puzzle pieces. 

 

1️⃣ Who gives the complaint? 
A complaint can come from: 

●​ The victim​
 

●​ A family member (missing person)​
 

●​ A company or bank (fraud case)​
 

●​ Another police station​
 

●​ Cyber crime portal report​
 

●​ Emergency helpline (112 / 1930)​
 



Without a complaint, nothing moves forward. 

 

2️⃣ What type of complaint is it? 
Police first decide what kind of case this is, because tracking rules depend on the case 
type. 

Common examples: 

●​ 📱 Missing person​
 

●​ 🧒 Kidnapping​
 

●​ 💰 Online fraud / scam​
 

●​ 📞 Threat calls​
 

●​ 🔓 Stolen phone​
 

●​ 🧑‍💻 Cyber crime​
 

●​ 🚨 Serious crime (terror / extortion / murder)​
 

👉 This decision is important because: 

●​ Serious cases = faster tracking​
 

●​ Small disputes = limited tracking​
 

 

3️⃣ What information police ask first (very important) 
Police will not ask for technology first.​
 They will ask basic but critical details. 

A) Mobile number details 

●​ Which number is involved?​
 

●​ Is it Indian or foreign?​
 



●​ Is it prepaid or postpaid?​
 

●​ Is the SIM still active?​
 

If multiple numbers are involved, police list all of them. 

 

B) Person details 

Police ask: 

●​ Name of the person​
 

●​ Age​
 

●​ Address​
 

●​ Photo (if missing)​
 

●​ Relationship with complainant​
 

This helps police confirm who they are looking for. 

 

C) Last known information (MOST IMPORTANT) 

Police always ask: 

●​ 📍 Last known location​
 

●​ ⏰ Last seen time​
 

●​ 📱 Last call or message​
 

●​ 🌐 Last internet activity​
 

Example questions police ask: 

●​ When did you last talk to them?​
 

●​ Where were they at that time?​
 

●​ Was the phone switched on or off?​
 



●​ Was mobile data on?​
 

This helps police decide from where to start tracking. 

 

D) Evidence (even small things matter) 

Police collect any proof, such as: 

●​ Call screenshots​
 

●​ WhatsApp chats​
 

●​ SMS messages​
 

●​ Payment screenshots​
 

●​ Bank transaction IDs​
 

●​ UPI details​
 

●​ Emails​
 

●​ Social media usernames​
 

Even one screenshot can decide the next tracking step. 

 

4️⃣ Police write everything officially (paperwork stage) 
Now police convert your words into official records. 

Depending on seriousness, they do one of these: 

📝 FIR (First Information Report) 

●​ Used for serious crimes​
 

●​ Gives full legal power to police​
 

●​ Required for deep tracking​
 

📘 GD / Diary Entry 



●​ Used for early stage or small cases​
 

●​ Still official, but limited power​
 

👤 Missing Person Report 

●​ Special category​
 

●​ Tracking allowed to find safety​
 

⚠️ Without official entry, telecom companies will NOT share data. 

 

5️⃣ Why this step is more important than technology 
Most people think: 

“Police track using GPS and software” 

Reality: 

Police track using information + law + records 

If this step is weak: 

●​ Wrong number = wrong tracking​
 

●​ Wrong time = useless data​
 

●​ No proof = request rejected​
 

That’s why police spend more time asking questions than using computers. 

 

6️⃣ What police decide after Step 1 
After collecting all information, police decide: 

●​ Is tracking required or not?​
 

●​ What level of tracking is allowed?​
 



●​ How urgent the case is?​
 

●​ Which department should handle it?​
 

Only after this, police move to Step 2 (Telecom & Data Requests). 

 

STEP 2: Official Telecom & Data Requests 

(Where Police Get Technical Data — Not Live GPS) 

After Step 1 (Complaint & Information Collection) is completed, police now know: 

●​ Who they are looking for 
●​ Which number is involved 
●​ When the incident happened 
●​ Why tracking is legally required 

Only now does police move to the technical stage. 

⚠️ Important:​
Police do not open a software and see live location.​
They request data from authorized companies. 

 

1️⃣ Why police cannot directly see your location 
Mobile networks are private systems run by telecom companies.​
Police do not own: 

●​ Airtel servers 
●​ Jio servers 
●​ VI servers 
●​ Internet provider logs 

So police must formally request data. 

No request = no data. 

 

2️⃣ Who police contact (not customer care) 
Police send requests only to: 



●​ Telecom company Nodal Officers 
●​ Lawful Interception & Monitoring units 
●​ Cyber Cell / Technical Cell 
●​ Internet Service Providers (for IP data) 

These are special departments, not normal support teams. 

 

3️⃣ Types of data police request (this is crucial) 
Police never ask “Give live location”.​
They ask specific data types, depending on the case. 

 

📞 A) CDR – Call Detail Records (MOST COMMON) 

This is the first and most used tracking data. 

CDR contains: 

●​ Incoming & outgoing calls 
●​ SMS details 
●​ Date and time 
●​ Duration 
●​ Cell tower ID used during call 

📍 Using tower ID, police get: 

●​ Approximate location (not exact GPS) 
●​ Movement pattern over time 

👉 Accuracy: 

●​ City: few hundred meters to few km 
●​ Village/highway: larger radius 

 

🌐 B) IPDR – Internet Data Records 

Used when: 

●​ WhatsApp 
●​ Instagram 
●​ Email 
●​ Online fraud 
●​ App usage is involved 



IPDR shows: 

●​ IP address used 
●​ Date & time 
●​ Internet session duration 
●​ Service provider 

Police then: 

●​ Ask ISP → who used this IP at that time 
●​ Link IP → device → location (approx) 

 

🪪 C) CAF / KYC Details (Who owns the SIM) 

Police request: 

●​ Subscriber name 
●​ Address 
●​ ID proof 
●​ Photo (if available) 

This answers: 

“Whose number is this officially?” 

Many crimes are solved only by KYC, without location tracking. 

 

📱 D) IMEI Data (Phone identity) 

IMEI = phone’s unique hardware number. 

Police use IMEI when: 

●​ SIM is changed 
●​ Phone is stolen 
●​ Criminal throws SIM away 

If same phone uses new SIM: 

●​ Police still track the device, not the number 

This is why changing SIM does not make you invisible. 

 

⏳ E) Data Preservation Request (Very Important) 



Some data is stored only for: 

●​ Few months 
●​ Limited time 

Police send a preservation request saying: 

“Do not delete logs related to this number/device.” 

This freezes data legally. 

 

4️⃣ Time window matters more than people think 
Police requests always mention: 

●​ Start date & time 
●​ End date & time 

Example: 

“From 10 Feb 2026, 4:30 PM to 11 Feb 2026, 8:00 AM” 

Why? 

●​ Huge data cannot be shared 
●​ Wrong time = useless tracking 
●​ Telecom companies reject vague requests 

 

5️⃣ How police read this data (not automatic) 
When data arrives: 

●​ It comes as tables, logs, Excel files 
●​ Not as a map 

Police officers: 

●​ Match times 
●​ Match tower IDs 
●​ Compare with complaint timeline 
●​ Narrow down possible areas 

This process takes: 

●​ Hours to days (normal cases) 



●​ Minutes (high-priority emergencies) 

 

6️⃣ What police still DON’T get in Step 2 
Let’s be very clear. 

Police still do NOT get: 

●​ ❌ Google Maps live dot 
●​ ❌ Real-time GPS 
●​ ❌ Continuous tracking screen 

Step 2 gives records, not live view. 

Live tracking (if allowed) comes much later, and only in extreme cases. 

 

STEP 3: Location Analysis & Ground Verification 

(Turning Telecom Data into Real-World Location) 

After Step 2, police now have raw technical data.​
But this data does not directly say: 

“The person is standing here.” 

So police must analyze and verify it in the real world. 

This step is where thinking + experience matters more than technology. 

 

1️⃣ What police receive after Step 2 
From telecom companies, police usually get: 

●​ Call logs (CDR) 
●​ Cell tower IDs 
●​ Time stamps 
●​ Internet session records 
●​ IMEI usage logs 

⚠️ This data comes as: 

●​ Tables 



●​ Numbers 
●​ Codes 
●​ Time logs 

Not as a live map. 

 

2️⃣ Understanding cell tower location (very important) 
Each mobile tower covers a specific area. 

Police do this: 

●​ Match tower ID with its physical location 
●​ See which towers were used over time 
●​ Track movement direction (tower-to-tower) 

Example: 

●​ 6:10 PM → Tower A (Area X) 
●​ 6:25 PM → Tower B (Area Y) 
●​ 6:50 PM → Tower C (Area Z) 

This shows:​
➡️ The person is moving, not stationary. 

 

3️⃣ Narrowing down the area (not exact point) 
Police never say: 

“The person is exactly inside this house” 

Instead, they say: 

●​ “The phone was active within this radius/zone” 
●​ “Likely present in this locality/sector/village” 

Accuracy depends on: 

●​ Number of towers in the area 
●​ Population density 
●​ Time gap between records 

City = better accuracy​
Rural area = wider range 



 

4️⃣ Matching data with the complaint story 
Now police compare: 

●​ Complaint timeline 
●​ Call times 
●​ Internet usage 
●​ Tower changes 

They ask: 

●​ Does the movement make sense? 
●​ Is the phone stationary or moving? 
●​ Was the phone switched off suddenly? 
●​ Did SIM or device change? 

If data does not match the story, police re-check everything. 

 

5️⃣ Ground verification (real-world checking) 
This is where police leave the computer. 

They may: 

●​ Visit the tower area 
●​ Check nearby locations 
●​ Ask local shopkeepers 
●​ Check CCTV cameras 
●​ Ask building guards 
●​ Verify hotels, lodges, hospitals 
●​ Talk to locals 

Technology only gives direction.​
Ground work gives confirmation. 

 

6️⃣ Using CCTV & local intelligence 
Police combine: 

●​ Tower location + CCTV footage 
●​ Time stamps + camera angles 
●​ Movement pattern + public info 



This helps police: 

●​ Identify the person 
●​ Confirm direction of travel 
●​ Find last confirmed location 

Many cases are solved only at this stage, without any live tracking. 

 

7️⃣ What if the phone is switched off? 
Police then look for: 

●​ Last active tower 
●​ Last call/SMS/data usage 
●​ IMEI appearance on any other network 
●​ New SIM usage in same device 

Even a switched-off phone leaves a last digital footprint. 

STEP 4: Advanced Tracking & Legal Escalation 

(When Police Go Beyond Basic Location Data) 

After Step 3, police usually already know: 

●​ The approximate area 
●​ The movement pattern 
●​ The last confirmed location 

In many cases, this is enough to solve the case. 

But if the case is serious or urgent, police move to advanced tracking methods — strictly 
under law. 

 

1️⃣ When does police move to Step 4? 
Step 4 is used only when: 

●​ 🚨 Life is in danger (kidnapping, missing minor) 
●​ 💣 Serious crime (terror, extortion, murder) 
●​ 🔍 Criminal is actively逃 running 
●​ 📵 Phone is switched off deliberately 
●​ 🔄 SIM card is frequently changed 



Normal disputes do not reach this stage. 

 

2️⃣ IMEI-based tracking (device-level focus) 
At this stage, police may focus on the phone itself, not the number. 

What police do: 

●​ Mark the phone’s IMEI number 
●​ Request alerts from telecom companies 
●​ If the phone connects with any SIM, police get notified 

This means: 

●​ Changing SIM ❌ does not help 
●​ Using another person’s SIM ❌ does not help 

The device identity stays the same. 

 

3️⃣ Silent surveillance (only with permission) 
In extreme cases, police may request permission for: 

●​ Technical surveillance 
●​ Limited monitoring 
●​ Emergency tracing support 

⚠️ Important: 

●​ This requires senior officer approval 
●​ Often needs written authorization 
●​ Is time-bound 
●​ Is reviewed legally 

This is not permanent tracking. 

 

4️⃣ Coordination with multiple agencies 
Police may coordinate with: 

●​ Cyber Cell 
●​ Special technical units 



●​ Other state police 
●​ Central agencies (if required) 

This helps when: 

●​ Person moves across states 
●​ Uses multiple networks 
●​ Uses internet-based calling apps 

 

5️⃣ Live location vs emergency location (big 
misunderstanding) 
Even in Step 4: 

●​ Police still do not see Google Maps live dot 
●​ Location comes as network-based updates 
●​ Accuracy depends on signal activity 

True GPS-level tracking: 

●​ Is rare 
●​ Needs device cooperation 
●​ Happens only in very special conditions 

Movies exaggerate this part heavily. 

 

6️⃣ Final ground action 
Once police get: 

●​ Fresh location indicators 
●​ Device activity alerts 
●​ Confirmed movement 

They: 

●​ Rush teams to the area 
●​ Coordinate checkpoints 
●​ Do door-to-door checks (if needed) 
●​ Rescue / arrest / recover 

This is where technology ends and policing begins. 

 



🔑 KEY TRUTH (Very important – highlight this) 
Advanced tracking is not normal tracking.​
It is rare, controlled, and legally monitored.​
Police escalate technology only when human safety demands it. 

 

Full Reality Summary (You can add this as a boxed 
note) 

●​ Police do not track people casually 
●​ Every step needs reason + record + permission 
●​ Technology supports police — it does not replace them 
●​ Fake websites show instant live tracking — real police work does not 

 

STEP 5: Case Closure, Evidence Preservation & Legal 
Compliance 

(How Police Close Tracking Cases the Right Way) 

After Step 4, police usually achieve one of these outcomes: 

●​ The person is found safely​
 

●​ The suspect is identified or arrested​
 

●​ The device is recovered​
 

●​ The digital trail is sufficient for court​
 

At this stage, tracking does not continue forever.​
 Police must now follow strict legal rules. 

 

1️⃣ Tracking is stopped once the objective is achieved 
Police cannot keep tracking someone just out of curiosity. 

Tracking is stopped when: 



●​ The missing person is located​
 

●​ The threat is neutralized​
 

●​ The suspect is arrested​
 

●​ The investigation moves to court stage​
 

📌 Unnecessary tracking is illegal, even for police. 

 

2️⃣ Digital evidence is preserved properly (very 
important) 
All data collected during tracking is treated as legal evidence. 

This includes: 

●​ Call Detail Records (CDR)​
 

●​ Internet logs (IPDR)​
 

●​ IMEI usage reports​
 

●​ Tower location records​
 

●​ CCTV footage​
 

●​ Screenshots and documents submitted by complainant​
 

Police: 

●​ Seal the data​
 

●​ Store it securely​
 

●​ Maintain a chain of custody​
 

●​ Ensure data is not altered​
 

This is critical for court admissibility. 

 



3️⃣ Privacy protection after tracking 
Once tracking ends: 

●​ Data is not shared publicly​
 

●​ Data is not reused for other cases​
 

●​ Access is restricted to authorized officers only​
 

This protects: 

●​ Innocent people​
 

●​ Victims​
 

●​ Even suspects (until proven guilty)​
 

📌 Privacy law applies to everyone. 

 

4️⃣ Legal review & accountability 
Every tracking action is: 

●​ Logged​
 

●​ Reviewed by senior officers​
 

●​ Justified with written reasons​
 

●​ Auditable later​
 

If tracking is done without legal grounds: 

●​ Evidence can be rejected in court​
 

●​ Officers can face departmental action​
 

●​ Case can collapse​
 

This is why police are very careful with tracking. 



 

5️⃣ Case outcome after Step 5 
After proper closure, the case may result in: 

●​ ✅ Charge sheet filed​
 

●​ ✅ Case closed (person found / no offence)​
 

●​ ✅ Further investigation ordered​
 

●​ ✅ Case transferred to another unit​
 

Tracking data then becomes part of official records only. 

 

🔒 LEGAL SAFETY STATEMENT (Highly Recommended 
for Your Ebook) 
You should include a boxed note like this: 

This ebook explains legal and high-level procedures followed by 
law-enforcement agencies.​
 It does not provide tools, methods, software, or instructions to track any 
person or device.​
 Any attempt to track someone without legal authority is illegal and 
punishable under law. 

This makes your ebook legally defensive. 

 

🔑 KEY TRUTH (Strong & Legal) 
Police tracking ends with responsibility, not curiosity.​
 Every byte of data is governed by law, privacy, and accountability.​
 Technology serves justice — not personal interest. 

 

FINAL REALITY CHECK (Add this near the end of your 
ebook) 



●​ ❌ Live tracking websites are fake​
 

●​ ❌ Instant location dashboards are scams​
 

●​ ❌ No private person can legally track anyone​
 

●​ ✅ Real tracking is slow, controlled, and legal​
 

●​ ✅ Police focus more on evidence than maps​
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